


 § Locating the Street Pedestrians who 
are blind determine when they reach a street 
using a combination of cues, such as the 
curb or slope of a ramp, traffic sounds, and 
detectable warnings. 

 § Street Recognition They then recognize 
which street they have come to. Many develop 
a mental map and track where they are within 
it due to the information not always being 
provided in an accessible format. THey may 
also seek assistance from others.

 § Intersection Assessment They also 
obtain critical information about the 
surrounding intersection such as location 
of the crosswalk, direction of the opposite 
corner, number of intersecting streets, width 
of the street to be crossed, and any islands 
or medians. Sounds of traffic also help to 
determine some of these factors.

 § Cross the Roadway They then align to face 
towards the destination curb, determine the 
intersection is signalized, and push a button 
(when necessary). One technique used by blind 

pedestrians is to cross when 
there is a surge of through 
traffic on the closest side 
of the street parallel to 
their direction of travel.

Many pedestrians may be unaware of 
just how blind pedestrians are able 
to navigate pedestrian traffic. Below 
are just a few of the steps blind 
pedestrians take, so be aware!
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