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Crossing at Signalized Intersections

UNDERSTANDING BLIND PEDESTRIANS

Many pedestrians may be unaware of just 
how blind pedestrians are able to navigate 
pedestrian traffi c. Below are just a few of 
the steps blind pedestrians take, so be aware!

1. Locating the Street | Pedestrians 
who are blind determine when they reach a 
street using a combination of cues, such 
as the curb or slope of a ramp, traffi c 
sounds, and detectable warnings.

2. Street Recognition | They then recognize 
which street they have come to. Many develop 
a mental map and track where they are 
within it due to the information not always 
being provided in an accessible format. THey 
may also seek assistance from others.

3. Intersection Assessment | They also 
obtain critical information about the 
surrounding intersection such as location 
of the crosswalk, direction of the opposite 
corner, number of intersecting streets, 
width of the street to be crossed, and any 
islands or medians. Sounds of traffi c also 
help to determine some of these factors.

4. Cross the Roadway | They then align 
to face towards the destination 
curb, determine the intersection is 
signalized, and push a button (when 
necessary). One technique used by 
blind pedestrians is to cross when 
there is a surge of through traffi c 
on the closest side of the street 
parallel to their direction of travel.



We start on a regular morning before the 
fi rst day of school as Sally gets ready...

Fwish

Ready 
for our fi rst 

day of school, 
Dot?

Woof!

Thump

Fwish



Step onto the 
truncated domes...

And listen closely for 
any surrounding dangers.

Meanwhile...

Sally's trusty 
guidedog Dot...

PUSH BUTTON 

TO CROSS

helps guide her to 
the crosswalk...

So that she can fi nd 
the pedestrian signal... DeetDoot

DeetDoot

Deet

Doot

Deet

DootDeet

Doot Chirp

chirpChirp

chirp
♫

♫

Whooooosh
Zoooom

Chatter

ChatterChatter

ChatterChatter

ChatterChatter

Chatter



People who are blind typically use braille in 
order to read street signs and other critical 
information by touch. Use the braille alphabet 
below to decode the message from Sally!

DECODE THE MESSAGE!

The Braille Alphabet

A B C D E F G H I J K L M

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Before 
crossing a street, you 

should always...

__ __ _ _ _ _

__ _ __ _ __

_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

Be sure to take Sally’s advice in 
order to stay safe while walking!



 A T U U K G V M K C V N S A K
 G C S Y U L I X G H H O A H L
 Y R C I J V A W M P Z I F A A
 M V D E S G J W T I K T E O W
 K E I G S S Y V G E L N T V E
 J B C F T S A P P L P E Y P D
 B L I N D D O G A S E T N G I
 K O O L X L J N R B D T O H S
 U G D X I A G A H A E A W C F
 Y G B S Y I C R O S S W A L K
 D U T E S H K G S J T A Q U X
 I E L K W V J T N O R G S J Y
 N S L Q R H O U X K I A T I Q
 D E N O H U E S K R A O D Z W
 R M T Z F X L X X G N X Q O H

Safety
Blind
Guide
Signal
Crosswalk
Listen
Cars
Assist

Sidewalk
Access
Dog
Pedestrian
Attention
Look
Walk

can you spot the safety words below?

WORD SEARCH!



DOT

Two other classmates 
gather around to wait.

Suddenly, Dot's ears...

Wow, 
Cool 
dog!

Can I 
pet it?

Actually, 
Dot is my 

service dog 
and is working 

right now.

So, 
please 
don't. Oh? 

Are you 
blind?

Oh! We 
better 
hurry!

No 
wait! vrrrr...

Preet

    Preet

Sigh

vrrrr...



Picked up on the sounds...

Of an unattentive driver!

But with just a subtle motion...

Dot could warn Sally of the danger!

Oh 
no, they're 
not paying 
attention!

Dot, we 
have to do 
something!

Wait, 
something's 

coming!

Ruff!

vrrrr...
vrrrr...

Kling

Kling

Vrrrrrr...

Vrrrrrr...



STOP STOP

Help guide SAlly and Dot to school safely!
Remember to use the sidewalk and crosswalks only!

NAVIGATE THE MAZE!

Tip: Remember to follow signs and road markings 
while moving along the sidewalk!



PUSH BUTTON 

TO CROSS

Sally & Dot have been together 
since Dot was a puppy...

So they've learned to 
work perfectly in sync...

To keep themselves 
and others safe!

Are 
you both 

okay? Yeah, 
I guess 

we weren't 
looking!

No, I 
guess not!

You 
see, I'm 
blind...

so I 
need to listen closely 
for traffi c before I 

cross the street.

Woof!
Woof!

But, 
even if you CAN 

see, you should always 
look left, right, and 

left again before 
crossing!

Screech!!!
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ANSWER KEY

 A T U U K G V M K C V N S A K
 G C S Y U L I X G H H O A H L
 Y R C I J V A W M P Z I F A A
 M V D E S G J W T I K T E O W
 K E I G S S Y V G E L N T V E
 J B C F T S A P P L P E Y P D
 B L I N D D O G A S E T N G I
 K O O L X L J N R B D T O H S
 U G D X I A G A H A E A W C F
 Y G B S Y I C R O S S W A L K
 D U T E S H K G S J T A Q U X
 I E L K W V J T N O R G S J Y
 N S L Q R H O U X K I A T I Q
 D E N O H U E S K R A O D Z W
 R M T Z F X L X X G N X Q O H

__ __ _ _ _ _

__ _ __ _ __

_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

L

R I

I

G

G

H T A

A A

N

N

D

L E F T

L E F T

O O K STOP STOP


